ernments would not be fulfilling their prime duties if they
did not undertake all possible measures to ease this bur-
den and to take account of the legitimate wishes of the
peoples. Particularly important in this connection is the
fact that we now have every possibility for limiting arma-
ments and cutting down military expenditures; yet these,
in some cases, still continue to grow, without any suf-
ficient reason.
The Charter of the United Nations organization empow-
ers the General Assembly to consider the general prin-
ciples of cooperation in the maintenance of international
peace and security, including the principles governing
disarmament and -the regulation of armaments (Article 11
of the Charter). In defining the functions and powers of
the Security Council, the Charter makes it responsible for
formulating plans for the regulation of armaments, in
order to promote the establishment and maintenance of
international peace and security with the least diversion
for armaments of the world's human and economic
resources (Article 26 of the Charter). Further, Article 47 of
the Charter, which provides for the establishment of the
Military Staff Committee and defines its functions and tasks,
points out that the Security Council is to have in mind the
regulation of armaments, and possible disarmament.
It must be recognized that the time is ripe for definite
decisions in the way of accomplishing these tasks. Now
that the chief aggressive countries have been disarmed, and
measures have been taken for the stringent limitation of
armaments in the remaining ex-enemy states, the time has
come to adopt measures for the general reduction of arma-
ments. The execution of such measures, moreover, will
increase confidence in the genuine desire of the United
Nations to achieve stable peace. Finally, the reduction of
armaments will strike a well-deserved blow at the expan-
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